
SPOTLAND AND FALINGE AREA FORUM
Thursday, 20 August 2015

MINUTES

Present: B. Patterson, J. Ashworth, J. Ashworth, S. Whitworth, A. Foster, A. Milburn, M. Coats
G. Mann, J. Fleming, J. Fleming, P. Forden, C. Forden, M. Rashid (Chair), A. Meek, B. True,
N. Moores, N. Rutter, B. Holden, M. Oliver, K. Ray, J. Moss, F. Healey, A. Rawsterne, C. Dodgson,
A. Somerville, V. Somerville, P. Knowles, C. Faulkner, P. Massey (Vice Chair), T. Clough and U. Nawaz.

Officers: PC Jones, PS Oakes, G. Finch (Township & Engagement Officer) and V. Crossland
(Head of Corporate Services).

Councillors: Councillor C. Biant

Apologies: Councillor S. Farooq-Ahmed, Councillor S. Biant, J. Addy, B. Penty, S. Ahmed and D.
Sugden.

28 INTRODUCTIONS & APOLOGIES/CODE OF CONDUCT
Introductions were made, all were welcomed to the Area Forum meeting and the Forum was 
informed that apologies had been received from Councillor S. Farooq-Ahmed, Councillor S. Biant, J. 
Addy, B. Penty, S. Ahmed and D. Sugden. 

All attendees were referred to the code of conduct and asked to abide by the code for the duration 
of the meeting.

29 GREATER MANCHESTER POLICE INCLUDING PACT MEETING
Police Officer Jones reported on the number of incidents that had been reported / investigated for 
the previous three months. Figures reported being:

Burglary, other than dwelling 31

Domestic Burglary 38

Theft from a motor vehicle 38

Theft of motor vehicle 7

The Forum was informed that the Ward had also suffered from anti – social behaviour, an arson 
attack and off road biking incidents. The Forum was also informed that a great deal of surveillance 
and analysis work was being done in the Ward to identify hot spots. The Police were aware of the 
problems being experienced by residents because of anti-social behaviour. Work in schools to 
educate was also underway.

The following issues were raised by the Forum:

PCSO’s are never seen?

Response: Comments noted. The Forum was also reassured that patrols are always going on and 
that problems are not ignored. Forum reminded to report incidents via the appropriate number. 

Are the cameras working on the school?

Response: Yes. CCTV footage has been successful and ASB Team have been informed.



Have police been involved in speed checks recently?

Response: No, however looking to organise a speed operation. The Forum was encouraged to 
report incidents of this nature. If the same car/registration number is reported regularly the vehicle 
would be targeted.

30 MINUTES OF LAST MEETING/MATTERS ARISING/UPDATES
The Forum was informed that an email had been received from Jason Addy asking that minute 21 
be amended to clarify that the feedback provided by Andy Glover, Chief Public Protection Officer in 
relation to a number of questions about the Turner Brothers site was read to the Forum as a 
prepared statement and was not a lengthy and detailed public discussion.  The Forum agreed to 
this. As a consequence minute 21 should be amended to reflect this.

The minutes were then approved as a correct record.

The following updates were then provided for the Forum.

1. Gary Finch informed the Forum that 30 panels of the wrought iron fencing that had recently 
been removed from the Meanwood School site had been stored at the Council’s Green Lane 
Depot. The three Ward Councillors were thanked for supporting the purchase of this fencing 
from their Members Funds. It was explained that a great deal of work and financial support 
was still required to make the fencing ‘fit for purpose’ and identify a suitable site / sites that 
could benefit from the fencing. 

The Forum was also informed that a piece of work had already been undertaken by 
residents which identified a number of potential sites for the fencing, these being – Ings 
Lane, Denehurst Park, Spotland Bridge Area, Mellor Street / Spotland Bridge Junction, 
Beaufort Street, Meanwood, St Edmunds Church and Falinge Park.

2. Councillor Cecile Biant provided the Forum with an update on the Turner Brothers site, this 
included:

 Confirmation that the Council had applied to DEFRA for financial assistance to help with 
the remediation of this site which had been unsuccessful. However the Council would try 
to obtain funding through this route again.

 An acknowledgement that dealing with the site was a delicate and complex issue and 
that meetings had recently taken place with the owners to develop a positive working 
relationship.

 Informing the Forum that the Council had commissioned a company to undertake a 
sampling exercise around the perimeter of the site to gather data on whether asbestos 
levels in the air are within expected parameters. Monitoring equipment will be placed at 
four carefully selected, secure locations that will cover the full circumference of the site. 
The roof of Number One Riverside may be used as an additional ‘control’ unit. The 
exercise is due to commence in September 2015 and run for approximately twelve 
months.

The Forum raised their concerns about the site and reiterated the point that action to 
improve the site was needed. The site needed to be safe, secure and well sign posted. 
An emergency plan should also be in place.



31 PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT ON COUNCIL SAVINGS
Vicky Crossland, Head of Corporate Finance attended the meeting to present information on a 
public engagement exercise called ‘The Budget Challenge’.

It was explained to the Forum that the Council has faced significant financial challenges since 2011, 
the start of the austerity period and continues to do so. An animated film was screened which 
provided:

 General information about the Council.
 The services the Council currently delivers.
 The financial challenges faced by the Council going forward.
 How the Council has responded so far.
 What the Council is looking to do.
 An explanation of how residents can contribute to this exercise.

The Forum where invited to suggest ideas on ways the Council could save money. Comments 
received, included:

“The Council needs to look at its processes that support services – I have experienced duplication / 
triplication”.

“The Council should be more rigorous in collecting Council Tax”. 

The Chair and Forum noted the information presented, encouraged residents to engage in this 
exercise and thanked the Officer for her attendance at the meeting.

32 OPEN FORUM
The following issues were raised during the Open Forum:

Alan Rawsterne provided an update on the progress of the Neighbourhood Plan which informed the 
Forum that:

 A Neighbourhood Area has now been defined.
 Rochdale Council have to agree to the Neighbourhood Area application.
 A minimum of twenty one residents are required to establish a Neighbourhood Forum
 A web site has now been created – www.rmnf.co.uk
 Meetings to discuss the above was planned for the 17th September.

A resident asked if a grit bin could be placed at the junction of Rooley Moor Road and Fern Hill 
Lane. The Forum indicated they were willing to support this request.

Action 1: Gary Finch to investigate.

A resident asked if a weed control plan was in place in the borough. 

Response: Councillor Biant informed the Forum that a designated team was currently making its 
way through the borough. Forum members were also encouraged to undertake weed control if 
possible.

http://www.rmnf.co.uk/


A number of residents raised concerns about the problems, including health and safety issues and 
allegations of criminal damage caused by travellers when setting up unauthorised encampments in 
the Ward.

Action 2: It was agreed that an appropriate officer be invited to the next Area Forum meeting 
to discuss this issue in more detail. Gary Finch to organise.

A number of concerns were raised about street lighting in the Ward and the poor customer focus of 
Eon.

A resident asked what Section 106 monies were available for the Ward.

Action 3: Gary Finch to investigate.

33 DATE & TIME OF NEXT MEETING
Thursday 26th November 2015

7pm

Spotland Methodist Church
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